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ABSTRACT 

This report, one of a series of manpower studies, 
presents various series of data on the manpower of Czechoslovakia, 
especially for the years 1950-70, and two projections of the 
economically active population for the years 1971 — 90. The different 
measures are defined, the population base, manpower trends, and the 
general manpower situation are discussed, and the assumptions and 
methods used in preparing the projections are described. Specific 
attention is given to the utilization of manpower in agriculture. 
Four chapters describe the Czechoslovakian labor force. Chapter one 
explains the current manpower situation, and defines manpower 
concepts. The second chapter deals with labor resources broken down 
into total and economically active population. The civilian employed 
population is described in chapter three and topics covered are: 
branch of economy, branch of industry, socialization of economy, 
class of workers, employment of women, and specialized manpower. In 
chapter four prospects for future growth are discussed. Three 
appendices are: 1) Special measures of agricultural manpower; 2) 

Labor inputs; and, 3) Labor utilization in agriculture. Numerous 
tables are included and a bibliography is provided. (Author/SJM) 
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A 



PREFACE 



V'A ’ 

This report is one of a series of studies, of manpower in Eastern European 
countries being carried out by the ^preign Demographic Analysis Division of the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis (formerl y of the Bureau of the Census), ^fj&resents ✓ 
various series of data on the manpower of Czechoslovakia, especially for the 
years 1950-70, and two projections of the economically active population for the 
years 1971-90. The different measures are defined, the population base, man- 
power trends, and the general manpower situation are discussed, and the assump- 
tions and methods used in preparing the projections are described. Specific 
attention is given to the utilization of manpower in agriculture^ This study takes 
account of information available as of October 1971. 

This report was prepared in the U.S.S.R./East Europe Branch, Murray 
Feshbach, Chief. It supersedes an earlier report entitled The Labor Force of 
Czechoslovakia, by James N. Ypsilantis, International Population Statistics 
Reports, Series P-90, No. 13, published by the U.S. Bureau of the Census in 1960. 
Comments are invited and should be addressed to the Chief, Foreign Demographic 
Analysis Division, 24 M Annex, Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C. 20230. 
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I. Introduction 



A. Highlights 

As of July 1, 1970, the economically active 
population in Czechoslovakia was estimated at 7. 2 
million persons, or nearly 50 percent of the total 
population of 14.5 million. 1 This represents an 
increase since 1961 of about 11 percent, or 1.2 
percent per year, as compared with a growth of 
5 percent in the total population, or 0.6 percent per 
year. During the earlier intercensal period, 
1950-61, both the economically active and the 
total population grew at about the same rate, 1.0 
percent per year. 2 

Throughout the postwar period, the Czecho- 
slovak economy has operated with a very tight 
labor market. The first shortages of industrial 
labor were created as a result of the departure 
of the German minority population in 1945-46. 
Later, during the period of the first 5-year plan 
(1949-53), many women, includingnewly employed 
housewives, were assigned to jobs previously held 
by men as the latter were transferred to more 
arduous duties. It was also at this time that the 
first large numbers of persons began to leave 
agriculture for employment in industry and other 
branches. The agricultural exodus, although 
slowed down or halted in the mid-fifties, resumed 
around 1957 and created a chronic shortage of 
agricultural labor, especially of younger and more 
qualified personnel. In recent years, additions of 



Preliminary results from the census of Decem- 
ber 1, 1970, were received after the estimates and 
projections of the total and economically active 
populations presented in this' report had been pre- 
pared. The data published are so meager in detai^ 
particularly in respect to an age-sex distribution 
of the total population and the definition and 
composition of the economically active population, 
that these census results have not been used. For 
further discussion of the census results, see 
notes 1 and 15 to chapter 11. 

2 In addition to the three censuses (1950, 1961, 
and 1970) taken in Czechoslovakia since the end of 
World War 11, population surveys were conducted in 
Slovakia as of October 4, 1946, and in the Czech 
Lands as of May 22, 1947. Due primarily to the 

incomplete coverage of these surveys, as well as 
to differences in the classification of the eco- 
nomically active population as compared with that 
in the censuses, data from the surveys have not 
been utilized in this report. 



housewives to the labor force seerrfto have reached 
a point of exhaustion, especially in the Czech 
Lands. 3 To alleviate the current labor shortage, 
which is much more serious in the Czech Lands 
than in Slovakia, authorities have adopted a 
number of measures to control employment at the 
plant level, to reinforce labor discipline, to 
direct certain nonessential workers and em- 
ployees to labor-short “priority” branches, and 
to encourage retiring workers in labor- short 
branches to continue working. 



The economically active population in 
Czechoslovakia is expected to increase from the 
estimated 7.2 million in 1970 to between 7.7 and 
8.0 million by midyear 1990, depending upon the 
assumptions made in regard to the future partici- 
pation of the population in economic activities. 
These assumptions produce different results 
primarily in respect to the proportion of women 
in the labor force. The lower variant of the pro- 
jected labor force is based on the assumption 
that the participation rates of males aged 25 to 
59 and females aged 25 to 54 will remain at their 
1970 level, while the participation rates of both 
males and females below and above those age 
groups will decline. The higher variant of the 
projected labor force is based on the assumption 
that the participation rates of all males and of the 
females aged 15 to 24 and 55 and above will remain 
at their 1970 levels, while the rates of females 
aged 25 to 54 will increase. Given the current 
labor shortage in Czechoslovakia, no allowance 
was made for a decline in the participation rates 
of males aged 25 to 59 or of females aged 25 
to 54 in either of the variants. 

The economically active population in the 
Czech Lands increased by 16 percent between 
1950 and 1961, while in Slovakia the increase 
amounted to only 2 percent during the same period. 
This substantial difference in growth was due 
entirely to the employment of women, which grew 
by 36 percent in the Czech Lands, whereas it 



3 The historical term "Czech Lands" is used in 
this study— as it is used in Czechoslovak litera- 
ture— to refer to Bohemia and Moravia, or what is 
presently called the Czech Socialist Republic. The 
term Slovakia refers to the Slovak Socialist Re- 
public. 
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